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Philoſophical Enquiry , &c. 


| Soul) how it comes to paſs, that among the 
ſeveral elaborate Diſcourſes that have enter» 


*tertain'd the Curious; no one cou'd find in his Heart to 


ſpend a little time in carefully examining the Nature and 
Properties of a Vegetable commonly call'd HEMP: A Ve- 
getable indeed common in Nature, but wonderful in its 
Effects and Operation, 

This Task then Fate has reſery'd for me, an unworthy 
Author, a Task it is that will afford infinite Variety of 


Speculation, and a large Field for a copious Wit to expa- 


tiate and wanton in: But not to detain my Audience with 
Preliminaries, I ſhall briefly enquire jnto the Original, the 
Nature and Names of this remarkale Weed; by Men 1 
find it uſually call'd Hemp, what it is calPd by the Gods 
cannot inform you, however it is not improbable but that 
they have another Name for it, as they have for MO LT. 
mention'd in Homer, who aſſerts, that it is a very dange- 
rous Plant to meddle with, and betokens ſudden Death to 
the Man who touches it. Theſe are his Words, which for 
the Benefit ofthe Curious in this Society, I beg leave to 
offer to your Conſideration, — 
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Whether this may not be the Hemp of the Moderns, or 
that which is call'd Linum and Cannabis by the Greeks and 
Romans, might bear a Conjecture ; the only Scruple that 
remains with me is, that there Ts no great reſemblance in 
the Names, though there be. a particular Analogy and 
Concurrence in the Effects and Operations of theſe two 
Herbs. ; J 

To let you, my Bre into the Etymology of the 
Word Hemp, it will be proper to acqua int you, that it is 
a Word originally of an Zaſtern Extraction; I have by an 
fndefatigable Application to Gloſſaries and Plolagies of all 
ſorts, tfac'd this Word up to its very Cradle, und after 
much labour ſhifted and arialys'd the four Letters that 
compoſe it, into their primitive Meaning. 1 find th ſomt 
Annotations of Golins upon W p. 14g. that PE. 
A H is an old Arabian Verb, which ſignifies tobe curs'd, 
and by the Formation of Words in thet Language Pemab 
makes in the fourth Conjugation Hemap, trom whence 
Hemp is eafily deriv'd : But that Treaſure and Conſtellation 
bf Arts and Languages, Bochart, informs us better in hls 
accurate Treatiſe upon the She Oftrich, where he alledpes 
that Hemap is a Phenictan Word, which implies to entangle 
or bind with Knots, froin whetice it is not unlikely but our 
2 Engliſh Phraſe comes, when we ſay ſuch = Man is 

mper d. 7 x | 
Either Explication will ſerve well enough, if We can prove 
the probability of any Mixture of the People of Phænirix, 
or the Syrian Region with our Arceſtors the old Saxont, 
which I believe I might, if the Time wou'd allow me to 
_— ſo far on your Patience. | 

he Signification- is very obvious, if we take the 
Word from the laſt Original, viz. intangling or knotting, if 
We ſhould deduce it from the Arabian Radix, the Plant 
Will thrive as well, and the litteral Explication of 
Hemap to be curs#d, is very applicable to the preſent Caſe : 
For all the eminent Gardiners from Theophraſtus down to 
Bradley, allow that this Vegetable, that is now under our 
Conſideration, participated more of the Primitive Curſe, than 
all other Herbs of the Field; that at the came time that 
the Earth was to bring forth Thiſtles, Brambles, Cockle 
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and Tares, it alſo had Hemp included in the Execration, as 
a more peculiar Chaſtiſement for the Offences of Man: And 
| what reconciles me more to this Opinion, is, that the Ser- 
pent was curs d at the ſame time that Memp was produc'd; 
for nothing can be an exacter reſemblance of a Serpent, than 
a Cable. Rope, eſpecially if it be made up in foldings and 
certain tortuous or ſpiral Gradations. 

And among the Aptian Symbols we find that a Rope 
and a Serpent were to denote Eternity: Alſo, that a Serſent 
and an Anchor was an Hieroglyphick of Prudence and Diſ- 
patch in your Affairs, the Inſcription to it was uſually F E $. 
TINA LENTSE, that Adage ſo much admir'd by E 
mus. And by an eaſy Link and Concatenation of Ideas 
we may furniſh the Anchor with a Cable, and this Cable is 
in all probability made of Hemp; ſo that by a kind of Sorites 
we may venture to affirm, that even in the Infancy of Let- 
ters, and among the Agyptians, who were the moſt emi- 
"| ' nmently learn'd in Allegories and Riddles; Hemp was a 

Type of Eternity and Diſpatch. Quod erat demonſtrandum. 

N fa an old Aral ian Manufcript, which I formerly met 
with, I find that this Plant had a conſiderable ſhare of Cre- 
dit and uſe, even in the earlieſt Ages of the World. The 

ews cultivated it in many parts of Idumæa, and the ſruit- 
Plains of Jer ichv, long before the firſt Captivity : and 
we find that it's firſt uſe and improvement was principally 

owing to the Tribe of 6 4D; and we may read both in E. 
macinus, his Geographical Tracts, and in a Commentary of 
later Date written by Hottingers, that the Hempen Ma- 
nufaſtory was brought to perfection chiefly in the Territo- 
ry of ENGADDJ, a large tract of Land in Judea, juſt 
in the Confines of S O DOM. And this I believe will ad- 
mit no farther Diſpute; and thus having, with as much 
Candor and Probability as I could, ſettled the Name and 
the Antiquity of this Venerable Plant; and I hope to the 
Satisfaction of the Learned World, I ſhall in the next place 
proceed to Confider in what Manner it was Principally 
us'd,after the firſt Diſcovery of i:'s Nature and Excellencies. 

I know there are ſome eminent Men that imagine it 
cou'd not have been known before the Flood, and that 
the Anti-diluvian Gardeners had no notion at all of its 
Culture but I take this to be meerly ConjeQural, and ta- 
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ing an Aﬀertion for granted, without any. Foundation or 
Authority. The famous Mr. Blunt, Author of the Ora- 
cles of Reaſon, if I miſremember not, has rais'd two or 
three ſhrew'd and important Objections on this Point, he 
has ſtak'd his Creed, and whole Scheme of Fidelity almoſt 
on the Solution of one Query concerning Hemp. For he 
cannot conceive how Adam cou'd ly few the Fig- 
Leaves together without the Aſſiſtance of Pack Thread or 
Dutch-Twine at leaſt: And it was Demonſtration to him, 


that ſuch things at that time were not heard of in the 


Creation; the Difficulty is a very notable one I muſt 
acknowledge, but whither Adam tack'd the Fig. Leaves 
together with White-Thread or Brown«Thread or any Thread, 
or Whether he wore any Breeches at all before he left Pa- 
radiſe, I know the Rabinical-Writers have not perfectly 
agreed ; but as an invincible Anſwer to all farther Oppoff 
tions of this Nature, give me leave to remind the Critical, 
that it is impoſſible for me to give up the Antiquity of that 
Plant, eſpecially when we conſider that Noah's. Ark muſt 
have infallibly requir'd all the Artifice and Aſſiſtance of 
Cordage and Tackle to endure the dreadful Shock it was to 
meet in the general Deluge. | | 
Beroſus a known Writer of the Chaldean-Hiſtory affirms 
that there was a piece of the Steerage ty'd faſt toa very high 
Rock in the Centre of Armenia, that remain'd even to his 
Days, that the Cord that faſten'd it was firmly twiſted and 
not much ſpojiPd by the Weather. - 
Theſe I think are ſufficient Hints to evince us of the 
Truth of my Aſſertion, which is, that the uſe of Hemp 
was known even almoſt ſince the Creation. 
After the Floed, we may immediately ſee it employ'd at 
the Structure of that famous and ſtupendous Tower, that 
was call'd the Tower of Babel, if we may depend on the 
Credit and Evidences of the beſt Hiſtorians extant, for 
thoſe immenſe cumberſome Machines that were us'd to 
lift Weights and enormous Stones, muſt have been under 
the direction of Pullies and Ropes of proportionable Strength 
and Dimenſions, for the Eaſe and Diſpatch of theſe high 
rerpendicular Carriages in Pullies depend on the Multi- 
tude of Ropes, or which is the ſame thing to one ingle 
| 3 3 5 ope 
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Rope inſerted and continu'd thro* a multitude of Pullies, as 
the Writers of Mechanicks well obſerve. After Babels 
Deſtruction, the firſt place we find where Hemp makes a 
Figure in profane Hiſtory, is at the memorable Expediti- 
on of the Argonauts plac'd by Sir John Marſham, Helvi- 
5 cus and Newton about Forty Years aſter the Death of 
Soloman King of Judah: And we are aſſur'd by Valerius 
Flaccus, Author of the celebrated Poem of the Argonautie 
Expedition (and altho' a Poet, a Perſon of Noted Vera- 
city) that Chiron, who was private Tutor to Achilles, 
did contrive ſeveral Wheels and Machines to twiſt Hemp, 
and had a ſpacious Rope-MWalk upon the Quarter-Deck of 
that immenſe Galley, the Argos, for that Purpoſe. 

I need not, I believe, produce more Teſtimonies of the 

| great Antiquity of my Subject, I am perſwaded that what 

1 


has already been ſaid, will be a ſufficient Proof to this 

Learned Body. I muſt beſeech you now to ſuffer me to 

ive you only a Deſcription of ſome of its Botanical Qua- 

ities. Theopbraſtus obſerves, that from the ſame Seed are 

| produc'd the Male and Female Hemp, that this Plant like 

moſt others, being an Hermaphrodite, contains both Sexes 

in it ſelf. The Female has a Stalk conſiſting of tender, de- 

licate and duQtile Fibres, the Flowers are beautiful and 

ſmall, and prettily ting'd, dy'd or rather wanton'd over by 

the Pencil of Nature, with mixt Streaks and Variegations 

4 of white and yellow, but they are ſo exceſſive ſenſſble of 

| the leaſt Touch, that they fly into Duſt at the lighteſt Im- 

preſſion, and are wafted about like the light Down of Thi- 

: ſtles, Dens q Lyons and other pappeſcent Plants, as they are 

g call'd by Herbaliſts. This is an Affection only peeuliar to 

the Female Hemp, where there ſeems a kind of a Reſem- 

blance preſerv'd of ſome notorious Infirmities incident to 

that Sex, which is to be blown, to be extreamly light, to 

be toſt thro? the Creation, and at leaſt to ſtick faſt on the 

+I. firſt good Coat they meet. | 
| Columella obſerves that this Plant is endued with a Diſ. 

tion not much unlike what is obſervable in the Inha- 

itants of a neighbouring Conntrey , that altho' it can 

thrive in any Aſpect, and couform itſelf to every Meridian, 

yet when it has got a fertile Soil, and ſtruck Root, it is 


ſcarce /A 
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ſcarce ever poflible to diſpoſſeſs it : for it fpreads out its Em- 


pire, and deſtroys every Plant that is within its Reach. 
Hear his own Words upon this Occaſion ; Hæc (ſcilicet 
Hemp) commodam ſolum nacta adeo luxuriat, ut berbas one 
nes tam utiles quam noxias ſuffocet, nec enaſci, ue dum ado- 
leſcere ſinet, &c. Vide Rail Hiſtor, Plant. Lib. 4. p. 158. 
So remarkable is this its natural Tendency even in the ve- 
getable State to Choak, and to hinder the Growth of ſeve- 
ral young Plants. | 5 | 

Galen, that Prince of Phyſicians, actually alledges that 
Hemp Seed is very badto be us'd in Aſthmas and Difficulties 
of Breathing, it encreaſes moſt Obſtructions that ariſe from 
Diſorders in the Lungs; and in its very Seed is till atten- 
ded with wonderful Symptoms of Stoppage and Str angula- 
tion about the Throat and Eprglottis, 

Both Varro and Columella have obſerv'd that Hemp im- 


proves moſt, if it be ſown in or about the Vernal Aquinox, 


which, making Allowances for Difference of Latitude, 
may be ſuppos'd with us of theſe Countries to be near the 
Feaſt of St. Matthias, February the 24th. or the 6th of the 
Calends of March, according to the Roman Computation, But 
it ought to be a Matter of ſpecial Note to the Curious, and 
whoſoever are ſtudious of cultivating this Plant, that it 
thrives moſt, and is reckon'd fitteſt for Ropes after a bad Har- 
veſt, a dear Winter, or eſpecially if it be a Zeap-Near, 

I who have gone back into the deep Abyſs of Antiquity 
as far as any Perſon, to deſcant better on the ſingle Subje 
Jam now treating, ſo I have ſcarch'd the moſt eminent Hi- 
ſtories to ſatisfy myſelf, improve my Society, and inſtru 
my Countrymen upon this Article, Hemp: I find by a Paſ. 
ſage in Herodotus (which Heſychius thought ſo very re- 
markable, that he was at the Trouble of repeating it) 
that the uſe of this Vegetable and its dangerous Effects, 
was perfectly known to the Seythians; and becauſe I loye 
to do Juſtice to an Hiſtorian, take his own Expreſſion, A 
Plaut (ſays that Author, was in common Uſe amongſt the 
Scythians ; by whioh their ſeminal Power was dry d up and 
their Generation deftrayd) Now I think this is obvious to 


the loweſt Capacity Al being the very Greek Word for 


Hemp, and the only one indeed that has been vs'd by good 


Authors, and therefore I think the Paffage plain and indif- 
D TY 
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I his laſt Effect of Hemp is mention'd by Pliny the Elder, 
in the 20th Book of his Natural Hiſtory, but it is amaz- 
ingly omitted by Theophraſtus. As for Hero lotus, ſince he 
dealt pretty much in Accounts he had taken upon the 
Credit of others, and ſometimes entertaining himſelf with - 
Allegories from his own Inventions, he muſt have meant 
nothing more by ſaying that the Seed of the Scythians was 
frequently deſtroy'd hy Hemp, than that many of the $cy- 
thians had Sons that were hang'd; and that their Generati- 


on often ſuffer d by that pernicious Weed, as is common 
no'y with many of our Natives of Ireland, who re, as 


ſome have aſſerted, directly deriv'd from the Scythi u An- 


ceſtry. This is the light that moſt of the learned haye 


look'd upon the whole Paſſage in, and I think with good 
Reaſon ; for to ſay that they diſabled themſelves, and be- 
came unfit for Procreation by taking of Hemp-Seed, is a 
monſtrous Error, and perfectly contrary to its known and 


coufeſſed Effects, which I ſhall at large prove by and br. 


Firſt then, all the Diſcoveries of late Years among Phy- 
ſicians. Naturaliſts, and Travellers, charge Herodotar's Ac- 


count with the greateſt Difficulties, if not to be taken in a 


figurative, Senſe. Olearins, to begin, an Author of good 
Account in his Itinerarium Indicum, affirms that the Per- 
fans, and almoſt all the hot Eaſtern Countries, have al- 
ways ſerv'd up in the ſecond Courſe a Diſh of Hemp-Seed 
as an inc. ment to Venery. Galen, to whom I refer 'you 
for. farther Satisfaction on this Head, relates, that th: 
Smeet-Meats and the Hemp-Seed uſually came together on 
the Table, for the very Purpoſe befcre mention'd. A late 
eminent Traveller nam'd Joſeph Acoſta, in his Accounts of 
the Weſt-Indies, that the Natives there uſe a Decoction of 
Leaves and Seed on purpofe to prevent Impotency, and 
create a more vigorons Inclination to Love. x 

_ Quotations on this Head wou'd be innumerable, let it 


_. ſuffice the nice examining World, that this Vegetable has by 


the common Conſent of Mankind for many Ages, been an In- 
centive of Deſire, and taken with good Succeſs; that itzhas 


been taken inwardly by many before Weddrngs,and often af er: 


Which Cuſtom may in ſome ſort have encourag'd an old, 
but very inhuman Obſervation, concerning the Andlogy 11 
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the, near Alliance between Hemp and Matrimony, He that 
wou'd be curious in this Particular, may meet Entertain- 


— td. «adit. th. at 


ment enough in a ſmall Greek Treatiſe, being a Parallel 


between Hemp and Flax, written by Aldrovandus, and 
re printed at Colleign, Anno Domini, 1573. | 
But to offer you ſome unſurmountable Arguments that 
Hemp was ever eſteem'd ſacred to Venus, I muſt apprize 
you, that from Time immemorial Beds have been corded, 
not I preſume ſo much out of a Regard to the Conveni- 
ence of the Materials for that Purpoſe, as upon a Sup- 
ſition of ſome ſecret Efluvia communicated from the 
lant, which might be productive of extraordinary Effects, 
or perhaps from a Notion that the Elaſticity and Reaction 
of the Cords of the Bed might contribute much to the 
Pleaſure of the Inhabitants, but this is barely conjectural. 


. However, that the Beds of the Antients were corded is 


beyond all Controverſy, for we frequently meet with the 
Word SPOND A, in the beſt Authors, which ſignifies 
a Bedſtead; and it is impoſſible for me to conceive a Bed- 
ſtead without the Bed were corded; fo that I think this isa 


clear Eviction of the Caſe, for as to Bed-Mats or Ticken, 


I do not ſo much as find them once nam'd before the 
Time of Artaxerxes Longimanus. It is to be obſer'd'in 
this Place alſo, that the Manner of cording Beds among 
the Ancients, was very different from our Modern; that 
bei g generally perform'd in a fide long Manner; or Re- 
ticulatim, the Work by that means naturally falling into 
the form of a Lozenge or Rhomboides, and this infalli- 
bly did more ſtrengthen the bedſtead, and ſpent leſs Cord in 
the Work, as is at large demonſtrated by J. Blancanus in 
his accurate Comment upon Ariſtotle's mechanical Queſti- 
ons, an Obſervation in Truth very well worth the Notice 


| of all good UP HOLDERS. 


To corroborate the foregoing Arguments, I muſt add 
this from my own little courſe of Obſervation, which is, 
that in my Travels to Jraly, I have frequently ſeen Coins 
and Medallions with the Figures of Cupid and Venus, and 
on the Reverſe ſuch Inſcriptions as theſe, CUPID /NI 
TORTORTI, viz. by which we may underſtand either 
Cupid the Tormentor, or the Rope-twiſter, V EN — * I 

TE X- 
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TEXTRICI. Scaliger alſo obſerves. that the me- 
neal Flambeaus were call'd alſo FUNALIA, from 
being compoſed of Hempen Cords for themoſt part : 
And it is not a bad Conjecture, that from ſucha Hint 
that we have among us now a modern Appellation 
for a young Strumpet, which is an Impudent Torch, I 
have ſeen alſo many Draughts of Templgs of Venus, 
where, inſtead of the uſual Ornaments of the Pillars, I 
perceiv'd nothing on the Capitals but certain Wreathiags 
ef” Hemp twirl'd in a beautiful manner, not unlike the. 
Voluta of the Jonian Order, but fuller and more graceful , 
the Architrave and the Corona alſo had no other Orna- 
ments except Hemp. | 

The Antients perhaps did reject that beautiful Foliage, 
which was call'd Aconitum Pardilianc bes from their Works 
of Sculpture, becauſe it was accounted a Plant of / O- 
men, and betoken'd ſudden Death; but at what Time 
Hemp was introduc? in its ſtead is not certain. 

Give me leave to diſmiſs this Obſervation, with animad- 
verting a little on the intollerable Errors that have been 
committed both by Cruquius, Terrentius, and Dac ier on a 
Paſſage in Horace in one of his Odes, which I look upon 
as the moſt ancient Serenade that is extant: The Veries 
run thus, | 


Ingratam Feneri pone Superbiam : __ 
" Ne currente retro FUNIS eat ROT A. 


Now without any Diſtortion of the Text, I coneeive 
that the whole Senſe of it depends pretty much on the 
Words Funis and Rota; and I telieve it is manifeſtly dedu- 
cible that LTC E to whom Horace addrefies, did at 
that Time lye in a Truckle-Bed, and the Word Rota ſeems to 
imply as much; and Horace adviſes her in his facetious and 
amorous Manner to quit that bumble Situation, and nei- 
ther to wear out her Youth or her Bed-Cords in an inſo- 
lent kind of Reſervednefs and Contempt of Mankind. I 
take this to be the Truth of the Matter, and Bentley hass 
by no means been more ſuccefiſul in his Expoſition of it, 


than any of the Reſt, = 
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From all then that has been aid, it is plain that Hemp 
is concern'd in the Aﬀairs of Love, and has an accounta- 
|; ble Influence in exciting that Paſſion; in what Manner it 

i as on the animal Syſtem is yet to be diſcover d. But I 1 
if ſhall conclude this Remark with one of Monticur Montaigne s. | 
in the fifth Eflay of his ſecond Book, viz. that Weaver's 
Moes who are conſtantly employ'd at the ſedentary Buſi- 
nels of the Loom, and that are every Day converſant 
with Hemp, are obſerv'd to be more particularly addicted 
to Intrigue , and Lewdneſs, than any others of their Spc» 
"cies. 1 | . ; * 
I Ii is obſerv'd by Dioſcorides, that Hemp has an exceeding 
good Effect upon the Ears, by purging them; we alſo 

f know that it is apply'd with good Succeſs under the Ears , 
that it has alſo frequently been given to thoſe who have had | 
10 Ears at all; fo that it 2 been ſuppos'd generally that . 
this Herb was a Speciſick Againſt Deafneſs; and in all 
probability that common Latin Phraſe Male audit, which 
| »dignifies literally 27 great a Rogne as ever was unhang d, 
may be explain'd from this old Opinion, that Hemp was 
4 preſcrib'd to thoſe that were hard of Hearing, ſuch as 
; 


! 
4 
1 
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graceleſs APPrentiees, _ 1 Children, on whom 
good Advice made no Impreſſion. . 
That this Vegetable conduc'd much to Harmony was 
2n old warrantable Suppoſition, for it appears by Hiſtory 
that Fiddles were ſtrung. long before the Invention of 
Cat. Guʒt: We alſo have undeniable Evidence, that the 
| Principles, of Harmony, and thoſe Conſonances which 
chi fly delight the Ear, were by the, Conſent of all Man- 
| kind cal the Chords, ſuch is the Fifth and the Octave; 
|} rhe tirſt of theſe is produc'd radically from the Proporti- 
on between two and three, and the other from the double 
|! Interval between one and two, or between two and four, 
f All this is deliver'd in a famous and ancient Azyptian Con- 
[| certo compoſed by Triſmegiſt us Secretary to Oris. 
6 But this is all a kind of Myſtery to common Heads, and 
can only be comprehended after many Years Study and 


4 


Experience in the Occult Sciences. 
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But that this Hemp is eſſentially productive of Muc 
may be prov'd from this Practice, that it is the common 


Food of the moſt melodious Warblers of the Air: Hemp- 


Seed is Meat to Goldfinches, Robins, Nightingalts, and Bul. 
finches , and above all, it is Bien to Canary Birds in abun-' . 
dance. It alſo has all the Effects of the ſeveral Airs and 

Pieces of Harmony of the Antients, in producing Sadneſs, 
Reſolution or Inſenſibility, and it commonly affects Men in 
the ſame Manner, as ?tis reported of the Tarantula, a ve- 
nomous Spider in the South of Italy; for when they are 
hurt by it, they generally dye dancing. That Hemp is con- 
cern'd- in the higheſt Parts of Muſick, is farther prov'd to 
you hy ſhewing it chiefly engag'd in the Management and 
Modulation of Bells. I know it has been ſuggeſted by 
ſome very eminent Men, and among thoſe, the elder Yoſ- 
Hut, that they us'd hair Lines in ringing Bells in Exgland, 
till the Time of the Noyman Conqueſt; and that in ſome 
time after warde, upon the venerable Inſtitution of - Church-. 
Wardens, they were exchang'd for Cords. But he that 
wants further Satisfaction in this Enquiry, may meet 
with it in Goropins Becanus his univerſal Hiſtory of Belt 
Ropes: «IF. ITO ys 7 


As it is plain that Hemp and Harmony has had an intimate 
relation in the Opinion of the wiſeſt Heads, either ancient 
or modern, ſo in all probability it was made the Symbol of 
Unity too from that Hint, tho' the Rope by a firmneſs 
and continuity of- Texture denotes Union; for ſo ſays the 
Preacher, 4 threefold Cord is not ſoon broken ; Hemp alſo 
was the Habit of the religious Ocders upon many Accounts: 
as Plutarch de Iſide and'Oſyride alledges, and to this Day 
is worn by ſome of the Dominican Fryars. And Plato wi 

good reaſon tells us the meaning why the Prieſts of their 


ays wore it, becaulſe it reſiſted Putrefaction and Dirt; 
and was a Preſervativeagainſt Lice : So that I think it was 
the very beſt Garb'm the World to be worn by Church _ 
men, as it denoted Vnity and deſtroy'd Vermin. 05 
Thus in its vegetable State, the Seed of it is 7 -pA 
noxious to Earth Worms, and ſeveral crawling Infedts, as 
Mathiolus avers from his own Obſervation , thus. in its 
more forward progreſs and Appearances in the politi- 
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cal World. in the Capacity of a Rope, it clears whole Na- 
tions, Provinces and Cities from all Vagrants and Drones, 
that pilfer and infeſt the Common Weal, ſtill preſerving a 
due Analogy between all its Effects in the ſeveral Changes 


| it goes through. 


I have often imagin'd, that it wou'd furniſh out an odd, 
diverting Entertainment, cou'd a piece of Hemp give a Hi- 
ſtory of its own ſeveral Changes and Modifications ſince 
the time it was an Herb; how often it had been employ'd, 
twiſted and tortur'd in ſeveral Capacities and Conditions; 
thro? what innumerable Hands it might have paſt, ſince it 
firſt left the Wheel; how it has ſerv'd the Twiners, Dreſ- 
ſers, Packers, Sailors, Sextons, Porters, Carmen and 
H ingmen; and all this to rhe infinite Emolument of the 
Publick.” This is a Speculation which I often divert- my 
ſelf with, when I walk in thoſe Places in which the Ropes 
Mikers work, which are generally by long deſolate Walls: 
And here indeed I have ofterf reflected with Pleaſure on 
the great Advantages that accrue to Mankind from this 
ſingle inglerious Plant; how it provides a Suſtenange for 
Mulritudes of the Idle and Indigent, who wou'd be either 
burthenſome or miſchievous to the World, were it not 
for this Employment, how it takes up the Time of many 
Vagabonds in dreſſing it, twiſting it, and fine drawing jr, 
the great Labour requir'd in turning Wheels and Ma- 
chines; then the drawing and moddeling the Thread; 
then diſpoſing the Folds regularly one by another in the 
Contexture of large Ropes; then the ſmoothing them 
with Tallow or Hog's Greaſe ; then what accuracy is re- 
quir'd to rectify awkard Threads, to reduce roughneſſes and 
tumours ; and to trim off all redundant Jaggs and Inequa- 
lities, which deface the Symmetry and ſurface of the Rope. 
And after all this there muſt he a concluſive Survey of the 
whole Hempen Syſtem, by the Overſeers of this great 
Work: Then if we conſider afterwards the many various 
Figures and Denominations it afterwards goes abroad un- 
der thro' the World, ſuch as Twine, Whipcord, Packt hread, 
Cobler*s Ends and the like, here alſo are Numbers ſtill em- 
ptoy'd. f | | | . . 


— 


r 
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Hoy is the opulent Merchant till indebted to _ 
how are Fruits, Sugars and Aromatics of both the Indies 
kept ſafe and unviolated under that Encloſure ? In 
ſhort, when I conſider its univerſal Uſe, and the great Plenty 

/ of it every where, I cannot help reflecting on the Bounty and 

Wiſdom of Providence, that made a Plant of ſuch univer- 

ſal Service, and at the fame time ſo common, and how 

ymbers of Wretches glean a Livelyhood, and daily ſup- 

ort their Life by that very Object, which if it did not it 

If find them in Work, wou'd otherwiſe deſtroy them. 

| And this bas led me to conſider, that Hemp, after all its good 

\, Qualities, is nothing indeed bus a kind of a malignant De- 

mon, for its ſtricteſt Embraces are commonly fatal, and if 

you do not conſtantly find it in buſineſs, it will make an 

end of you at laſt, But to return to the remaining Part 

bol this curious Treatiſe, I muſt confeſs the Conſideration 

ile of the Excellencies and Advantage ot Hemp preſs ſtrongeſt 

on my Mind, when I reflect on the Profuſion of Ropes and 
Cordage that is us'd in the great Deeps. | 


Inſeguitur clamorq; Virum, ſtidorg, Rudentum. 


How thoſe that traverſe the fluid World in Ships, ma- 
nage the immenſe Bulks of thoſe moving Iſlands, merely 
by the virtue of Hemp; how are all the noble-Convenjen- 
eies and the Riches of Nature wafted into our Ports by 

the Conduct of that Plant! How the Fleets of the Nations 
ſtretch out their Sails from the Tropic to the Pole; how 
they take the Wings of the Morning to dwell in the utter- 
— Parts of the Sea, ehiefly by the Aſſiſtance of an inglo- 
rious Weed. How often is the Mariner ſaved by this 
humble Plant, and the ffarelieſt A indebted for it's ſafe- 
ty to the loweſt Shrubb ? 1 | 
Laſtly, when 4 conſider the great Entertainment that 
ariſes to the youthful Part of Mankind: trom this Plant, 
I cannot help crying out, Manifold are thy Virtues, O 
Hemp! I would be underſtood to mean here two things 
which Boys play with g one is a W hirligigg that is mov d 
yo Axis of Packtbread, the other is the Paper Kite, 
Mat delightful FPlay-thing, fo juſtly eſteem'd by the Curi- 


V cuts ae) eas aa ts.» 1 — 
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ous in all Ages; it is by the Aſfiſtance of this that we 
Pay, if there be a ſufficient ſupply of Hemp, diſpatch an 
Embaſſy to the Region of Meteors, ſend Letters to the 
Frimum Mobile, and hold a Correſpondence with Saturn. 
It is by this Aſſiſtance that this Machine will go as near the 
Vortex of the Sun, as the boldeſt Comet dare venture; and 
indeed I may venture to ſay, that it is one of the beſt 
Eſſays towards Biſhop Miikins's Scheme for Flying, that the 
World ever yet produc'd. And now when I think how 
the very ſame Plant that raiſes the Kite to thoſe ſtupendous 

: heights in AMther, will ſerve as a Weight to its Tail, as well 
as any other wild Weed in the Field, I cannot help-morali- 
- zing upou it, and perſwading my retir'd Imagination, that 
this is a direct Alluſion to a wiſe Man in the Top of Proſ- 
-perity - where his Wiſdom that has once elevated him, ſtill 
ſecures him from falling; and at the ſame Time that it has 
-rais'd his Fortune immeaſurably high, it preſerves it after- 


Wards in a proper Ballance. 1 e ee 
The laſt Uſe that I ſhall mention of this extraordiifity Plant, 
is, that it is the beſt refinement*of modern reaſoning, the Argument? 
mum Baclllinum is nothing in compariſon of it; for tho? it be an en- 
tangled knotty Argument, the main. Thread of the Reaſoning is 
always diſtin, and when yout Argument is cloſe preſ3'd, it gene- 
rally carries of the Defendent in a Pinch: This is the Excellency of 
a Hempen Syllogiſm, that it always confutes ps 1 
As Lewis XIV. gave his Cannon the Title of RATIO VET]. 
NA REGU M, (o I cou'd wiſh that Hemp by a ſmall tranſmutati- 
on of a Letter might be cal d RATIO ULTIMA-LEGVAM, 
the laſt Logick of the Laws; to which 1 would willingly ſubjoin 
two other Mottos peculiar to great Guns, which is, OPPO- 
NENTIBUS QUIBUSLIBET, and NON PEURIBUS 
"144PAR,; (entences very proper for Controverſy, and truly ap- 
- Plicable to Hemp. WI + 1 BY rn 8 
Thus, my Brethren, I have endeavour'd to run thro'ꝰ the many 
Qalities of this Plant, and it wou'd be a great Matter of Plea- 
{ure to me cou'd I make any ſerious Impreſſion on you, to the 
Advantage of your Life and Converſation. I had ſomething to 
add by way of Practical Inference from the whole, but I ſhall beg 
ſeave to zeſer it to another Opportunity, having already, 1 am 
{ afraid, ſafbciently tir'd your Patience. " nas! 
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